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July Is the Month of the 
Precious Blood of Jesus 

In the Church’s liturgical 
calendar, the month of July is 
dedicated to the Precious Blood 
of Jesus. The feast of the 
Precious Blood of our Lord was 
instituted in 1849 by Pius IX, but the devotion is as old 
as Christianity. The early Fathers say that the Church 
was born from the pierced side of Christ, and that the 
sacraments were brought forth through His Blood. 

 

To understand the meaning of the Precious Blood we 
must get some comprehension of the gravity of sin, of 
the awfulness of offending God, because it required 
the Blood of the Son of God to forgive that sin. Sin 
must be terrible. It must be awful. It must be the most 
dreadful thing in the universe. Why? Because it cost the 
living God in human form the shedding of His Blood. 

 

Lord Jesus, Thou became Man in order by Thy Passion and 
Death and the draining of Thy Blood on the Cross, might prove 
to us how much Thou, our God, love us. Protect us, dear Jesus, 
from ever running away from the sight of blood. Strengthen our 
weak human wills so that we will not only not run away from 
the cross, but welcome every opportunity to shed our blood in 
union with Thy Precious Blood, so that, dying to ourselves in time 
we might live with Thee in Eternity. Amen 

 

Source:  Excerpted from The Precious Blood of Christ, Fr. 
John A. Hardon, S.J. 

 

 

On July 3, at 3:00 p.m. Pray  for our Nation! 

We pray for the conversion of our Nation’s Capital, the 
Supreme Court, the Senate and House of 
Representatives, the President, the Governors, and 
County and 
Municipal 
office holders.  
We also pray 
for each soul in 
each of the 50 
states as each 
Hail Mary is 
dedicated to 
each state.  
Please join us 
for an hour of prayer for our nation in the church next 
Sunday, 3 July at 3:00 p.m. 
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O Mary, conceived without sin. Pray 
for us who have recourse to you. 
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The Brown Scapular of Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel – A 
Special Devotion 

The Brown Scapular of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel is the habit of the 
Carmelite Order and is seen as a sign 
of Mary’s protection.  For religious 
members of the order, it takes the 
form of two long, undecorated panels 
of brown cloth, joined at the 
shoulders.  The smaller form of the 
scapular is worn by the laity and 
consists of two small pieces of brown 
cloth, preferably plain, joined by 
ribbons worn over the shoulder, with 
one panel in front and one in back.  
Those who wear the Brown Scapular 
express some degree of affiliation 
with the Carmelite Order and accept 
the spiritual responsibilities of the 
Order. 

So what does that mean?  A few basis introductory 
principles of Carmelite spirituality include: 

• Frequent participation in the Mass and 
reception of Holy Communion 

• Frequent reading of and meditation on the 
Word of God in Sacred Scripture 

• The regular praying of at least part of the 
Liturgy of the Hours 

• Imitation of and devotion to Mary, a woman of 
faith who hears the Word of God and puts it 
into practice 

• The practice of the virtues, notably charity, 
chastity (according to one’s state in life), and 
obedience to the will of God. 

The Brown Scapular is a symbol of Mary’s motherly 
love for us and links us with the contemplative and 
prophetic spirituality of Carmel.  It stands as a 
commitment to follow Jesus as Mary did – she is the 
perfect model of all the disciples of Christ.   

Through the Brown Scapular, the blessed Virgin 
teaches us: 

• To be open to God, and to His will, shown to 
us in the events of our lives 

• To listen to the Word of God in the Bible and 
in life, to believe in it and to put into practice 
its demands 

• To pray at all times, as a way of discovering the 
presence of God in all that is happening around 
us 

• To be involved with people 
and attentive to their needs. 

 

Glorious Virgin Mary!  Queen of Carmel, 
Mother of God and of poor sinners; special protectress of all who 
wear thy holy scapular, I ask thee to obtain for me the pardon of 
my sins, amendment of my life, salvation of my soul, comfort in 
my suffering, and, particularly, the grace I now ask:   
________ (mention your individual request). 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Please pray for the Pope’s intentions for the 
month of July: 

 
Social friendship 

We pray for the elderly, who represent the 
roots and memory of a people; may their 

experience and wisdom help young people to 
look towards the future with hope and 

responsibility. 

Key Feast Days for July: 
 

St. Benedict – July 11  
Our Lady of Mount Carmel – July 16 

Sts. Joachim & Anne, parents of Mary – July 
26   
 

Enrollment in the Brown 
Scapular  can be done by any 
priest at any time, but we 
encourage those interested to be 
enrolled on Friday, July 16, the 
Feast of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel, following 8:30 a.m. 
morning Mass.  A Legion of Mary 
member will be in the gathering 
space to hand out scapulars for 
those who wish to receive them. 
Then make an appointment with 
a priest for entnrollment. 

 


